FRIDAY SERMON 28 January 2022

by Imam Zafrullah Domun

We will continue reading the book of Hazrat Masih Maood (as), Kishti Nuh, which

he expected his followers to read over and over in order to absorb what he said. So,
he said:

“Do not think that God’s revelation is a thing of the past and that the Holy Spirit
can no longer descend as it did so in previous times. I tell you truthfully that all
doors may close—but the one from which the Holy Spirit descends, never shuts.
Open the doors of your hearts so that the Holy Spirit may enter it. By closing the
window from which the ray of light enters, you distance yourself from this sun of
your own accord. Unenlightened ones! Come forth and open this window so that
the sun might itself enter you. God has not closed the paths of His worldly
blessings in this age. Rather, He has increased them. Do you then think that the
paths of the blessings of heaven, which you sorely need at this time, have been
closed by Him? Most certainly not! Rather, this door is wide open.

In Surah Faatihah, God has taught that the door to every single blessing of the past
has been opened for you. Why then do you refuse to accept them? Thirst for this
fountain and water will spring forth itself. Weep for these blessings in the way a
child wails for the milk of its mother—then will milk be given to you. Become
worthy of compassion so that you may be shown mercy. Be restless so that you
may be put to ease. Be ceaseless in your fervent entreaties so that a hand may come
to your aid.

The path of God is difficult. But it is made easy for those who throw themselves
into this deep abyss, without fear for their lives. In their hearts, they choose fire for
themselves and decide to set themselves ablaze for the sake of their Beloved. But
he who throws himself into this fire for the sake of God will be saved. And he who
throws himself into this fire for the sake of their inner self, which incites to evil,
are consumed by it... So, blessed are those who wage war with their inner selves
for the sake of God. And wretched are those who war with God for the sake of
their own souls, and act against His will. He who ignores the will of God for the
sake of his inner self will never enter heaven. Strive hard so that not even a single
dot or iota of the Holy Quran may testify against you and cause you to be
punished. For even the smallest particle of evil is punishable. Time is short and
there is no telling how long one shall live. Make haste— for twilight will soon
descend. Consider over and over what you shall present before God, lest it be
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deemed so inadequate that it is no more than waste, no more than a foul and defiled
offering unfit for presentation before the Royal Court.

I have heard that some among you completely reject the hadith. Those who hold
this opinion are grossly mistaken. I have never taught such a doctrine. On the
contrary, it is my belief that there are three components, which God has bestowed
on you for your guidance. First and foremost is the Quran, which elaborates on the
Oneness, Glory and Greatness of God and resolves disputes between the Jews and
Christians. For example, it settles the difference and misconception of whether or
not Jesus, son of Mary, died an accursed death on the cross, and whether he was
ever spiritually exalted thereafter, as all other Prophets were. Further, the Quran
forbids the worship of anything besides God—whether man, beast, moon, sun, star,
material provisions or one’s own ego.

So, beware and do not take a single step contrary to the teaching of God and the
guidance of the Quran. I tell you truly that anyone who disregards even a small
injunction of the seven hundred commandments of the Quran, shuts upon himself
the door of salvation. The ways of true and perfect salvation have been opened by
the Quran and all else is its reflection. Therefore, study the Quran with deep
contemplation and hold it very dear. Love it more than anything else. God has said
to me:

AN B A8 Al

Meaning, “all good is contained in the Quran”. This is the truth. Pity those who
favour anything besides it. The fountainhead of all your prosperity and salvation
lies in the Quran. There is no religious need of yours which is not fulfilled by it.
On the Day of Judgement, the Quran will confirm or deny your faith. There is no
other book beneath heaven besides the Quran, which can directly guide you. God
has been most beneficent towards you in that He has bestowed upon you a book
like the Quran. I tell you truly that if the book which has been recited to you was
recited to the Christians, they would not have perished. If this favour and guidance
which has been bestowed upon you had been granted to the Jews in place of the
Torah, some of their sects would not have denied the Day of Judgement.
Therefore, appreciate this favour that has been bestowed upon you. It is a most
precious favour; it is a great wealth. If the Quran had not been revealed, the whole
world would have been nothing more than a filthy half-formed lump of flesh. The
Quran is a book, in contrast with which, all other guidance amounts to nothing...

The Quran can purify a person within a week as long as it is followed in letter and
spirit. The Quran can make you like the Prophets, so long as you do not flee from it



yourself. Which other scripture, besides the Quran, gives hope to its readers from
the very outset and teaches the prayer:

e il (o m o) il i
That is, guide us on the path of those blessings, which the people of the past were

guided on: the Prophets, the Messengers, the Truthful [Siddeegeen], the Martyrs
[Shuhadaa’] and the Righteous [Saaliheen].

So, take courage and do not reject the invitation of the Quran, for it desires to
bestow upon you such blessings as were given to those before... In truth, God
intends to bless you with greater favour than them. God has made you inherit their
spiritual and material wealth. However, no other will be your heir until doomsday
dawns. God shall never deprive you of the blessings of revelation, and divine
inspiration, converse and discourse. He will complete upon you all those blessings
He has bestowed on the people of the past. However, I call to witness God and His
angels that he who insolently forges a lie against God and falsely claims to be the
recipient of divine revelation and wrongly says that he has been blessed with
divine discourse, will be destroyed. For such a person speaks untruth about his
Creator and acts deceptively; he demonstrates manifest temerity and impudence...

The second means of guidance given to Muslims is the Sunnah, that is, the
practical example of the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him,
which he demonstrated to elucidate the teachings of the Holy Quran. For example,
the number of rak’ats in the five daily prayers are not apparently evident in the
Holy Quran. How many rak’ats are to be observed in the morning and how many
at other times? However, this has been clarified by the Sunnah. One ought not to
be deceived into thinking that the Sunnah and Hadith are one and the same thing.
The Hadith were collected after some 100 to 150 years, but the Sunnah existed
along with the Holy Quran since the very beginning. After the Holy Quran the
greatest favour that has been bestowed on the Muslims is the Sunnah. The
obligations of God and His Messenger were primarily two. Firstly, God revealed
the Quran and through the agency of His Word informed His creation of His will.
This was the obligation of God’s law. Then, the obligation of the Messenger of
Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, was to practically demonstrate
the Word of God and thus clearly expound it to the people. In this way, he
provided a practical demonstration of this Word and through his Sunnah i.e. his
way of practice, the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him, resolved matters of intricacy and difficulty. It would be wrong to suggest that
such issues were resolved by the Hadith, for Islam had already been established on
earth before the Hadith had come into existence... Prior to the compilation of



Hadith, did the people not observe Prayers, or, for that matter, pay the Zakat,
perform the Hajj, or possess knowledge of that which was lawful and forbidden?

Of course, it is true to say that the third means of guidance are the Hadith, for
many matters relating to Islamic history, morality, and jurisprudence are elaborated
on by the Hadith. Moreover, the greatest benefit of the Hadith is that they serve the
Quran and Sunnah. Those who fail to properly honour the Quran proclaim that the
Hadith are an authority over the Quran, just as the Jews claimed in relation to their
own traditions. But I declare that the Hadith serve the Holy Quran and the Sunnah.
And it is obvious that servants only add to the grandeur of their master. The Quran
is the Word of God and the Sunnah is the practice of the Messenger of Allah. The
Hadith are an additional testimony in support of the Sunnah. It is wrong to suggest
that the Hadith are an authority over the Quran, God forbid. If there is a judge that
sits over the Quran, it is the Quran itself. The Hadith which are based somewhat on
conjecture can never sit as a judge over the Quran; they only serve as supporting
testimony. It is the Quran and Sunnah, which have provided all the necessary
guidance, whereas the Hadith serve only as a supporting testimony. How can the
Hadith be a judge over the Quran? The Quran and Sunnah were imparting
guidance in an age when this manmade adjudicator did not even exist. Do not say
that the Hadith are an authority over the Quran, rather consider them a reinforcing
testimony to the truth of the Quran and Sunnah. Though the Sunnah expounds the
purport of the Quran and is the path unto which the Holy Prophet, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, guided his Companions through his practical
example, the term does not refer to those sayings that were recorded in books after
approximately 100 to 150 years, for these sayings are referred to as Hadith. The
Sunnah is the practical example of those pious Muslims which has been a part of
their characters since the very beginning and which thousands of Muslims have
been taught to follow. Although a large part of the Hadith is based on conjecture,
so long as they do not contradict the Quran or Sunnah, they are worth accepting.
For the Hadith not only support the Quran and Sunnah, but are also valuable
material on various issues that relate to Islam. Therefore, to disregard the Hadith
would be to sever off one of the limbs of Islam. However, if there 1s a hadith which
contradicts the Quran and Sunnah or contradicts a hadith which accords with the
Quran, or if, for example, there is a hadith which opposes Sahih Bukhari, then such
a hadith is not worthy of acceptance, inasmuch as accepting it demands rejection of
the Holy Quran and all the ahaadeeth which accord with the Quran. I trust that no
righteous person could show such audacity so as to accept a hadith which
contradicts the Quran, Sunnah, and other hadith which conform with the Quran.”
(p. 18-24)



As we can see, Hazrat Masih Maood (as) explained matters in great detail — now it
1s up to us to value what he said by learning his teachings and by doing our best to
implement these teachings in our daily life. May Allah help us to do so. Ameen.



