FRIDAY SERMON 22 August 2014

After reciting theTashahhudthe Ta'uz and the first chapter AFatiha of the Holy
Quran,Imam Zafrullah Domun said:

Todayincha Allah | will speak to you about what Hazrat Masiffaood (as) has taught
us about the purpose of our life.

The text that | will be quoting from islslami Asool ki filasafi” which has been
translated a%The philosophy of the teachings of Islary Before we start with the text
let me tell you about its background so that yowhhibe in a better position to
appreciate its merits.

By the end of the nineteenth century in India theexe many religions vying for
supremacy. A person by the name of Swami SadhuahGgandra had spent three or
four years of his life attempting to reform the k&ila Hindu caste. In 1892 he came to
the conclusion that unless people were gathereethiieg under one roof, his efforts
would be in vain. He therefore proposed to convamneligious conference, with the
first one taking place in 1892 in Ajmer.

In 1896, considering Lahore to be a suitable veinge began preparations for the
second such religious conference. Swami Sahib afggbia committee to oversee the
arrangementsrhis committee sent invitations to the represeveatof several religions
inviting them to come forward to explain the teacs of their religion on the following
five questions:

1. The physical, moral and spiritual states of man.

2. What is the state of man after death, i.e. #redfter?

3. What is the true purpose of man's existenceadih @nd how can it be
achieved?

4. What are the effects of one's deeds in thisalifé the afterlife?

5. What are the sources of divine knowledge?

The conference was due to be held from 26 {6 D8cember 1896. On 2December
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as) published a pampéfgitied A Grand Piece of
News for Seekers after Truthwhich among other things he said:

“In the conference of Great Religions which will beld in Lahore Town
Hall on the 26th, 27th and 28th of December 1896aer written by this



humble one, dealing with the excellences and nesaof the Holy Quran,
will be read out. This paper is not the result @hiwary human effort but is
a sign among the signs of God, written with Hiscsglesupport. It sets
forth the beauties and truths of the Holy Quran asthblishes like the
noon-day sun that the Holy Quran is in truth Gao\sm Word and is a
book revealed by the Lord of all creation. Everyanigo listens to this
paper from the beginning to the end, to my treatroéall the five themes
prescribed for the conference, will, | am sure,alep a new faith and will
perceive a new light shining within himself and Iwihcquire a

comprehensive commentary on the Holy Word of Gdds paper of mine
Is free from human weakness, empty boasts and assertions. | have
been moved by sympathy for my fellow human beingsntake this

announcement, so that they should witness the ypediuhe Holy Quran

and should realize how mistaken are our opponemtthat they love

darkness and hate light. God, the All-Knowing, regealed to me that my
paper will be declared supreme over all other gagdeis full of the light

of truth, wisdom and understanding which will pot shame all other
parties, provided they attend the conference atenito it from beginning

| saw in a vision that out of the unseen a handlaidson my mansion and
by the touch of that hand a shining light emergexanfthe mansion and
spread in all directions. It also illumined my hand@hereupon someone
who was standing by me proclaimed in a loud void#ahu Akbar,
Kharibat Khaibar(God is Great, Khaibar has fallen).

The interpretation is that by my mansion is meapth®art on which the
heavenly light of the verities of the Holy Qurandsscending, and by
Khaibar are meant all the perverted religions whaek afflicted with
paganism and falsehood, in which man has beerdrtaseccupy the place
of God, or in which divine attributes have beenta@®wn from their
perfect station. It was thus disclosed to me thatwide publication of this
paper would expose the untruth of false religiamd #he truth of the Quran
will spread progressively around the earth tilritives at its climax. From
this vision my mind moved towards the receptionre¥elation and |
received the revelationGod is with you, and God stands where you
stand.” This is a metaphor conveying the assuranceswh® support”

In fact, whatever Hazrat Masih Maood (as) predidatethis pamphlet turned out to be
true. Several speeches were made in that confelrridbe Promised Messiah’s paper
towered above all and it was the only one thatesklrd all the five questions asked. In
addition only two hours were allocated for his spedut it went on for about four full

hours with the indulgence of the organizers of domference. Furthermore many
newspapers gave rave reviews for this addressaHilasih Maood (as) did not attend
the conference in person. His companion Maulvi Alktarim of Sialkot read the paper



in front of about six to seven thousand attendéeghach many listened while standing
because of lack of seats.

This address of Hazrat Masih Maood (as) will remaidandmark in spirituality.
Anyone who takes the time to read the book caneatiimpressed with the wisdom
that its pages contain. Anyone who is looking fobasic explanation of Islamic
teachings can find it there. Almost half of the kaos devoted to answering the first
guestion. Detailed explanations are given about man moves from the physical state
of his being to a spiritual one. Now | will tell ychow Hazrat Masih Maood (as) has
explained the third question, namelyhat is the true purpose of man's existence on
earth and how can it be achieved says:

“Though different people, on account of their shigifitedness or lack of
courage, appoint various types of objectives feirtlives and stop short at
worldly purposes and desires, yet the purpose &ad Almighty has
specified in His Holy Word ist have created jinn and men so that they
should recognize and worship Me According to this verse the true
purpose of human life is the worship and understandf God Almighty
and devotion to Him. It is obvious that it is ngem to man that he should
himself lay down the purpose of his life by his oaurthority inasmuch as
man does not arrive in the world of his own wilgrrwill he depart from
this world of his own will. He is a created beingdaHe Who created him
and bestowed upon him better and higher facultes those bestowed
upon other animates, has enjoined a purpose fdif@isNhether anyone
comprehends that purpose or not, without doubtpimgpose of man’s
creation is the worship and understanding of Goohighty and to lose
himself in Him.”

Any created object cannot assign to itself its girpose. It is the creator of the object
that assigns its purpose. The one who designetha@p for example designed it for a
purpose. All the objects that we see around us Weark to a purpose and it is the
designer that assigns this purpose and not thetolgelf. In the case of man Allah is
the Designer, Allah is the Creator and He has mssi@ purpose for man’s existence.
Elaborating on this matter Hazrat Masih Maood ags:

The real purpose of all the external and intermatb$ and faculties that have
been bestowed on man is understanding and worskdipoae of God. That
is why, despite a thousand occupations, man doegint his true well-
being except in God Almighty. Having acquired greealth, or achieved
high office, or having become a great merchant, having acquired
governing authority, or become a great philosopherdeparts in the end
from these worldly involvements with a sense ofsfration. His heart
rebukes him all the time about his deep concerm wie world and his
conscience never approves his wiles and deceitsvamagful actions. This



problem can be appreciated in another way. Thegserpf the creation of a
thing is determined by its highest achievement hdywhich its faculties

cannot rise. For instance, the highest a bullodaable of is ploughing, or
irrigation, or transportation, and therefore thase the purpose of its life
and it cannot rise above them. But when we takekstd man’s faculties

and powers to discover his highest capacity, we fivat he is invested with
the faculty of seeking after God so much so thatésires that he should
become so devoted to God’s love that he should hatreng of his own and

that everything should become God’s. He sharesdtisral needs like food
and drink and rest with other animates, and in strgusome animals are
ahead of him; for instance, the bees produce swchkllent honey from

every type of flower that man has so far not bd#e 8o compete with them.

It is clear, therefore, that the highest capacftynan is meeting with God
Almighty and thus the true purpose of his lifehattthe window of his heart
should open towards God”

Now that the true purpose of man’s existence ha& lestablished one should
know what are the means through which this nobleogae may be achieved.
Hazrat Masih Maood (as) gives us at least eightnsie@/e will deal with some

today and with the regichaAllah next week. So the first means is:

“Let it be clear that the principal means for awimng this purpose is the
correct recognition of and faith in the True Gdahls first step is wrongly

taken and a person sets up a bird, or an animahyof the elements, or a
human being as his god, it cannot be expectedhisasubsequent steps
would be taken along the straight path. The Trud Gelps His seekers;
but that which is dead cannot help the dead. Atlaén Glorious has

illustrated this point beautifully in this verse3(15):

Worthy of worship alone is the same true God WhO®nsnipotent. Those, on whom
they call for help beside Him, do not respond &nthat all. Their case is like that of one
who stretches forth his hands towards water andiagk enter his mouth. But will it

come to do so? Not at all. Thus all the prayershose who are not cognizant of the

True God are futilé.
The second means he explains as follows:
“The second means of achieving the true purposieat to become aware

of the perfect beauty of God Almighty, for beaus/ something which
naturally attracts the hearts and generates ldve bEauty of God Almighty



is His Unity and His Greatness and His other aittab, as the Holy Qur'an
says:
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This means that, in His Being and His attributed His Glory, God is One
without associate. All are dependent upon Him araheparticle derives its
life from Him. He is the Source of grace for eveigg and receives no
grace from anything. He is neither a son nor aefatbr none is equal to
Him. The Holy Quran repeatedly draws attentionGod’s perfection and
greatness and points out that such God is the Bbsai all hearts and not
one who is dead or weak or lacks mercy or power.”

The third means is explained in the following words

“The third means of achieving the purpose of lféa become aware of the
benevolence of God Almighty for love is generatgdbauty and benevolence.
The benevolent attributes of God Almighty are sethf briefly in theSurah
Fatihah where it is said:
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It is obvious that the perfection of benevolencenststs in that God
Almighty created His servants from nothing and ¢lagter His Providence
was bestowed upon them and He became the supparepfthing, and all
types of His mercy were manifested for His servaHis benevolence is
without limit and beyond count as is repeatedly feeth in the Holy
Qur'an, as for instance:zasty i czsieises meaning “If you try to
number the bounties of Allah, you will certainly tnlbe able to count
them.” (Essence of Islam Vol 2 P 464-465)

Each one amongst us should try to think about Adl&avours on each one amongst us
and allow the Love of Allah to sprout from our htsatWe should recognize these
Favours in order to show our gratefulness to Allabha Allahwe will speak about the
other five means in the next sermon. | hope oungsters will reflect on what we have
said today. May Allah help each one amongst usatize the purpose of our existence
incha Allah



