FRIDAY SERMON 14 March 2014

After reciting theTashahhudtheTa’'uz and the first chapter Atatiha of the Holy Quran,
Imam Zafrullah Domun said:

Next Sunday, that is, on #3Varch, Jamaat Ahmadiyya will be 125 years old.nfro

humble beginnings in the unknown village of Qadiarthe world stage the Jamaat has
spread the message of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmgd,(the Promised Messiah and
Mahdi to the four corners of the world. For the esal the new generation it is quite

important for us to relate the news about thoseldterbeginnings from time to time. So

today andnchaAllah in the coming Friday we will speak aboutgbematters.

Hazrat Ahmad (as) had a great love for Islam shmec&as quite young. He used to spend
his time in prayers and reading of the Holy Quitda.was deeply moved by the pitiable
state of the Muslims particularly in India and arduhe world. He used to write articles
in defense of Islam and got them published in newss. We learn from “The
Renaissance of Islam” by Sir Zafrullah Khan than ‘tis first article published in
Manshur Muhammadiof 25 August 1872, he announced that his experiemoe
observation extending over more than a score akyead convinced him that the basis of
all goodness in human affairs and relationships wath and that an easy way of
determining the truth of a religion was to discot@rwhat degree it had put forth an
effective and emphatic teaching designed to estabts followers firmly on truth. He
challenged the followers of all religions to setttfiofrom their recognized religious books
their respective teachings in this behalf. He pemaito award a prize of Rs 500 to any
non-Muslim who would set forth from his own relig®@books one-half or even one-third
of the teachings in support of truth that he hifmseluld set forth from the recognized
and authoritative books on Islam. No one came fai@take up the challenge.”(p16)

At that time the Christian onslaught on India wagull swing. He did whatever he could
to defend Islam against all sorts of attacks whethey came from the Christians or the
Arya Samaj that is the Hindus. Eventually, withareains he published his first book
“Baraheen Ahmadiyyan four parts between 1880 and 1884. The book avaballenge
to all other religions because it claimed to prbegond any doubt the truthfulness of the
apostleship of the Holy Prophet Mohammad (saw)thatithe Holy Quran is a book that
came from Allah. It was after writing this book thiiee became known to the world so to
say. Many great Muslims of the time praised thekboo very eulogious terms. For
example Molvi Mohammad Hussein of Batala who wdakér on become the Promised
Messiah'’s arch enemy wrote about this book saying:

“In our opinion, keeping in mind this age and ilcemstances, this is a book the
equal of which has not been published in Islamhie day, whatever might happen



hereafter. The author has proved himself so steadiathe service of Islam
through his pen, his money, his tongue, etc.,fdatsuch instances are to be found
among the Muslims.

If anyone should be disposed to consider our lagguan instance of Asiatic
exaggeration he should point out at least one bdakh refutes the opponents of
Islam, particularly the Arya Samaj and Brahmo Sans@j emphatically and
forcefully and should name three or four such hslpé Islam who are deteined

to serve Islam not only with money, pen and tonguekalso with their
persons and who have challenged the oppon@hisius-Sunnah (vol. 6, Nos. 6-11)

That was a very difficult time for Islam. The Pra®i Messiah appeared as a champion of Islam.
He would announce later on in 1884 that Allah t&d him that he was the Mujaddid of the™ 4
Century AH. Sometime later he would say that he wasappointed onem@moolp. So
meanwhile people who knew what spirituality was eamhim or wrote to him and asked him to
accept theibai'at. But he refused saying that he had not been tpldllah to do so. Allah told
him to start creating a Jamaat by takiveg'at in the beginning of 1888. However he delayed the
announcement and made his intention public in apbdeh known as “the Green pamphlet”
published on ¥ December of that year. Among other things he said:

'l have to convey here another message to mankirgemneral and to Muslims in
particular, which is that | have been commandedat® Bai‘at of those who are
seekers after truth so that they may know whatfate and righteousness are. They
should give up indolence, faithlessness and allnaanf iniquity, so that they may
find the way that leads to the fountain of Divimwé. Those who feel prepared for
this should come to me so that | may befriend tlaewh try to lighten their burden.
God will bless them through my attention and prayaovided they are fully
prepared to carry out Divine instructions. ThisiBivine command and | am hereby,
today, conveying it to all. The Arabic text of trevelation is:
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I.e. When thou hast made up thy mind thou must tm@od. Make an ark under Our eyes, and
under Our command. Those who will telBai‘at at your hands will really be giving their hands
into the Hand of God. The Hand of God is over thainds.'

This was the first time that Hazrat Ahmad inforntked people that he had been commanded by
Allah to take the oath of allegiance from the peoph the beginning of the next year 1889 he
would publish another pamphlet in which he woudll the people that in March he would be
going to Ludhiana and those who wished to ta&éat should proceed over there. He said:

“God desires to found a community of the faithfal manifest His Glory and
Power. He will make the Community grow and prosperestablish the love of
God, righteousness, purity, piety, peace and gdbdwiong men. This shall be a
group of persons devoted to God. He shall stremgithem with His own spirit, and



bless them and purify them. He shall multiply thexxceedingly as He has
promised. Thousands of truthful people shall jois Finks. He shall Himself look
after them and shall make the Community grow~ sehso that its numbers and
progress shall amaze the world.”

On that particular day of #3March 1889, about 40 persons tdm{'at with Hazrat Ahmad (as).
The first one was Hazrat Molvi Nuruddin (ra). Byettime of the death of Hazrat Masih Maood
(as) there were about 400,000 souls who had také&nwsth him. But just entering Jamaat
Ahmadiyya is nothing unless and until such a persimgerely and continuously follows the
teachings that Hazrat Ahmad has imparted to thédwdhese teachings are quite clear and we
should all try to live our life according to the@peaking about how important these conditions
of bai'at are for the people Hazrat Ahmad (as):said

“If anyone should deliberately contravene the cdiods set out in the
announcement of 12th January, 1889, and shouldigteirs his rebellious
attitude, he will be expelled from this Movemeite Bystem of Bai‘at has been
instituted solely with the purpose of bringing tthgee a large group of the
righteous, so that they should cast a positiveuarice in the world, and their
unity should be a source of blessing and greataeslsgood harvest for Islam.
Since they will be united for the same cause, Wikye readily available for the
pure and holy service of Islam. They should nobbkg, miserly and purposeless
Muslims, nor should they be like the worthless aves have done great harm to
Islam through their dissention and inequity anddatained its beautiful face by
their acts of transgression, nor should they be like heedless dervishes and
those who have withdrawn from the world, who atallp unaware of the needs
of Islam and unconcerned with the welfare of thethren, and who feel no
eagerness for promoting the welfare of mankind.tkan contrary, they should
have such sympathy for the people that they simddme the refuge of the poor
and fathers to the orphans and, like passionatergvbe always ready to
sacrifice themselves for discharging Islamic duti@sey should make every
effort that their blessings should spread in thalv@nd the pure fountain of
love for the Divine and of sympathy for His sergastiould spring out of every
heart, and their unity should be seen as flowikg & river. God Almighty, by
His special grace and Favour, has designed to midee prayers and the
attention of this humble one the means of the msiaifion of their pure
capacities. That Holy and Glorious One has inspined with the eagerness to
occupy myself with the inner training of these segkand to strive day and
night to rid them of their impurities, and to besle&od to grant them the light
whereby a person is delivered from the bondagei®fego and of Satan and
develops a natural love for the ways of God Almjightwould also solicit for
them the Holy Spirit, which is generated by theorsyr relationship between
perfect Providence and undiluted service to Godvould also endeavour to
secure their deliverance from the vicious spiriiathis generated by the intense
relationship between Satan and Nafs-e-Ammarah $&E that incites to evil.
Thus, with the help of Allah, | will not be lax alagy and will not be heedless in
seeking the reform of my friends who have joinelNtovement in full sincerity.



Indeed, | shall be ready even to face death sottiet might live. | shall solicit
for them from God Almighty the spiritual power whidike an electric current
should activate their entire beings. | am sure taktthis will come about for
those who, having joined the Movement, shall wedadfastly, for God Almighty
has determined to create this group and to prontdte the manifestation of His
Glory and His Power, so as to spread in the woddel for Himself and sincere
repentance and piety and real goodness and peaggaisperity and sympathy
for mankind. Therefore, these will be His own peophd He will strengthen
them with His own spirit. He will purify them froanlife of impurity and will
bring about a pure change in their lives, as He lmemised in His holy
prophecies, and will cause them to grow rapidly anlll bring thousands of the
righteous into it. He Himself will water them arause them to flourish, so much
so that their numbers and their blessings will bekied upon with amazement.
Like a lamp that is placed at a height, they wiltesad their light in every corner
of the world and will be seen as the symbols ahigt blessings. God will cause
the perfect followers of this Movement to excelftilewers of all other faiths in
respect of every blessing, and to the Day of Judgtinere will appear among
them those who will be blessed with acceptancehaifl The Lord of Glory has
determined this and He has the power to do all thatwills. All power and all
strength belong to Him.”(Essence of Islam Vol 4240-243)

So if you consider yourself as a follower of Hazdimad (as) you should be imbued with
the spirit and state of mind that he has descriioedus. We should not live our life as
purposeless Muslims who do not have any regaraeiagion. We should be of those who
have a great regard for religion and pray to Atladt striving for the life in this world only is
not the limit of our knowledge. We should live mg world with a view on the hereatfter. It is
only then that we will accomplish the purpose fdrishh Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as)
was sent to the world. May Allah help all of usaichieve the purpose that we have chosen
for ourselves.



